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THE BURDEN OF FIREARM SUICIDES

Non-
firearm
>90%

Firearm
<10%

Est. Suicide Attempts

v The vast majority of suicide attempts are committed using non-firearm methods (e.g.,
suffocation, poisoning, cutting etc.); only about 10% of attempters use a gun. However,
firearm-suicides account for over half of all suicide fatalities—nearly 24,000 lives in 2017.

Est. number of suicide attempts in 2017 = 1.4m Number of suicides in 2017 = 47,173

Firearm
51%

Non-
Firearm
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Suicide Fatalities
Burden of Firearm Suicides



GUN LAWS AND SUICIDE RATES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
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FIREARM SUICIDE RATES AND NUMBER OF GUN LAWS 1

y = 12.552e-0.018x
R² = 0.6753
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NON-FIREARM SUICIDE RATES AND NUMBER OF GUN LAWS 2
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OVERALL SUICIDE RATES AND NUMBER OF GUN LAWS 3
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𝑦 =
1

0.0493 + 0.0006𝑥
R2 = 0.625



DEFENSE-IN-DEPTH AGAINST FIREARM SUICIDES
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